ADMINISTERING   THE   REBUILDING  ACTS
builder, when he was ready to begin, was ordered to go to the
Chamber and there enter his name and the place of his site.
This done, he paid the fee and was given a receipt. The latter
he took to the surveyor for his district, who accepted it as
evidence that the regulations had been complied with, and
arranged a time for the site to be set out. Failing a receipt he
would not act.
The method was simple and convenient. It freed the City
from hopeless attempts to lay the responsibility on any particu-
lar interest or to ensure that all paid by a fixed date.1 Yet it
ensured that the bulk of the sites were paid for, and made it
possible to discover in a moment whether any particular person
had or had not done so. The issue of receipts protected the
surveyors, and they in turn had only to consult their books to
know whether a foundation on which building was proceeding
had been legally set out. Simple and fool-proof, it was retained
unchanged throughout the rebuilding. Although at the start
there was a rush of work which accumulated, causing long
delays between the payment for and the setting out of the
foundations, once this had been disposed of all ran smoothly.2
Some may have grumbled at the fee, but it could hardly have
been less and it is plain from the surveyor's books that again
and again they settled without further ado disputes which
1 Compare this with the difficulties of earlier projects for a survey.
a The first payment was entered on May i3th, 1667. By the end of the month 158
foundations had been paid for, and June added a further 131. If both surveyors had
been able to devote their whole time to setting out, they might have been able to keep
on terms with the work, but they were constantly needed to advise and report on other
matters, and arrears soon accumulated. Under the most favourable circumstances
Mills and his man succeeded in setting out 12 foundations in one day (May 25th, 1667),
but most of these were grouped close together, and four men owned ten of them.
Without such reductions in the distance to be covered and in the possibilities of con-
tention, an average of six for each day spent in such work was as much as could be
hoped for. Although the first receipts were inflated by payments for foundations
which had actually been set out in the week before the regulations had been reduced
to their final state, they were still too numerous, and, when at the end of June Mills
fell seriously ill, disaster threatened the system. Fortunately Oliver was true to his
promise. His help relieved the position, although, even so, Mr. William Bell, who had
paid his money on June 7th, did not get his survey until August 6th. Later there were
no difficulties and the second Act was able to stipulate that the survey should be made
within three days of payment.
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